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4 May 2005 bhpbllllton

BHP Billiton LImlted
180 Lonsdals Street

Mr ] 01']1’1 Feil Walbcurna Victora 2000 Augtralls
. . GPO BOX 884
Executive Director Melbourn Victarls 30071 Austraiin

Tel +81 3 GOCH 3333 Fax +81 3 9408 3014

National Competition Council Bhpbiliton com

Level 9/128 Exhibition Street
Melbourne VIC 3000

Deat Mr Feil

Application by Fortescue Metals Group Limited for Declaration of Services Provided by
BHP Billiton Iron Ore Pty Ltd

I refer to your letter of 18 March 2005.

BHP Billiton Iron Ore will not be in a position to provide to the Council appropriate and adequate
written submissions by Friday, 6 May 2005.

BHPBIO has undertaken significant work in preparing its submissions to date. However:

1. BHPBIO's obligation to provide relevant information as the operator of the service,
involves very complex issues drawing on a very wide ambit of factual material, and
touches on all of the issues raised by the Council in its Issues Paper as well as others on
which the Council requires information in order to have before it sufficient material to
fulfil its statutory obligations under Part I11A of the Trade Practices Act 1974;

2. the Council may be aware of the moving factual context in relation to FMG's application
and the details of its and other proposed projects - these developments have a significant
impact on BHPBIO's submissions; and

3 BHPBIO has had considerable internal and external resourcing difficulties over recent
times in light of its conflicting priorities in r¢lation to infrastructure development.
Relevant personnel have been required to devote significant time to infrastructure and
expansion issues. These employees and consultants are the only parties with information
relevant to the submissions,

In light of these matters, BHPBIO now finds its¢lf in the position that the extended deadline of
Friday, 6 May 2005 does not provide it with sufficient time within which to provide adequate and
appropriate submissions, Accordingly, the company seeks a further extension of the deadline for
written submissions from it by four weeks. This would mean that BHPBIO's submissions would
be lodged in the week ending Friday, 3 June 2005. This will still only give BHPBIO twelve
weeks since the publication of the Issues Paper within which to provide its written submissions.
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In_ our view, this further extension will not result in any appreciable prejudice to the applicant in
this matter or any other interested party, and any perceived disadvantage will be substantially
outweighed by the Council then having sufficient information before it.

Yours sincerely

Graeme P Hunt
President Iron Ore





